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Smoke 
billows from 
the scene 
of a fire at 
Custom 
Cabinetry 
in Raymond 
on Saturday 
afternoon.

JASON SCHREIBER/ 
SUNDAY NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT

Sunday News Correspondent

A 4-alarm fire heav-
ily damaged a building that houses 
Northeast Woodworking Products 
Saturday afternoon despite quick 
action from the owner and a con-
tractor who tried to put it out.

“Within five minutes it was en-
gulfed in flames,” owner Warren 
Bain said as he stood at the back 
of the charred building while fire-
fighters worked to bring the fire 
under control.

Bain was meeting with a con-
tractor inside the business at 24 
Old Manchester Road when the 
fire started just before 1 p.m.

Bain owns the entire build-
ing and Northeast Woodworking 
Products, which also includes Cus-
tom Cabinetry.

The building also houses a storage 
area for Gregg’s Lawn and Garden 
and JDR Automotive. Additional 
storage bays are also rented out.

The cause of the fire was not im-
mediately known. Bain said he had 
the furnace fixed Saturday morn-
ing, but insisted that he wasn’t 
blaming the fire on the repair job.

While he was working with the 
contractor on a kitchen layout after 
the furnace was repaired, Bain said 
they noticed smoke pouring out of 
the ceiling.

“We got extinguishers, but by the 
time we got the extinguishers and 
turned around a whole wall by an 
electrical panel was completely on 
fire. I ran over and shut the power 
down and was trying to spray the 
stuff out, but it was up in the attic 

and there was nothing I could do,” 
he said.

Fire Chief Kevin Pratt said it ap-
pears the fire started in the attic of 
the woodworking shop which offers 
kitchen cabinets, vanities, custom 
millwork and other wood products.

Pratt said he was driving by and 
saw the fire and notified the fire 
department before Bain had a 
chance to call.

The building, which was built 
in 1942, does not have sprin-
klers, Pratt said. The attic por-
tion of the building collapsed in 
the area where the bulk of the fire 
had burned. The fire was brought 
under control by 2:30 p.m.

The building appeared to suffer 
heavy damage to the woodshop 
portion with a significant loss of 
finished wood products and some 
equipment. However, Bain said 
most of his expensive equipment 
was in a portion of the building 
that escaped heavy damage.

Pratt said the above-freezing 
temperatures aided firefighters. 

The building and its contents are 
insured. Bain said he plans to re-
build, but admitted it will be tough 
in the meantime because he’s been 
busy and has work lined up through 
the fall. He said he’ll have to relocate 
temporarily until he can rebuild. 
Bain said he employs six people.

“It’s going to be tough. I just hope 
some of my contractors don’t lose 
confidence and go someplace else. 
Luckily, I’ve been doing business 
with a lot of them for a while so I 
think I’ll get some understanding,” 
Bain said.
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Firefighters battle 4-alarm blaze 
at Raymond woodworking shop

 

The decision caps a process 
that’s been roundly criticized by 
members of Congress from both 
political parties who hammered 
new Defense Secretary James 
Mattis on the topic at his Senate 
confirmation hearing last week.

Lawmakers said the Beretta 
had long since outlived its use-
fulness and should have been re-
placed years ago.

“The joke that we had in the 
military was that sometimes the 
most effective use of an M9 is to 
simply throw it at your adver-
sary,” said Sen. Joni Erst, R-IA, 
and a former officer in the Iowa 
Army National Guard.

A 2015 report from the Senate 
Armed Services Committee had 
condemned the Army’s 350-page 
review that it said was guilty of 
“micromanaging extremely small 
unimportant details.”

“A decade for a pistol?” asked 
Sen. Thom Tillis, R-NC, at Mat-
tis’ hearing. “They’re relatively 
simple devices...This is a great 
testament to what’s wrong with 
defense acquisition.”

The Army announced its deci-
sion Thursday at SHOT Show, the 
world’s largest gun show, which 
was taking place in Las Vegas.

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-NH, 
serves on the Senate Armed Ser-
vices panel.

“I congratulate SIG Sauer on 
receiving this well-deserved con-
tract,” Shaheen said in a state-
ment. “Granite Staters can take 
great pride in knowing that our 
men and women in uniform will 
be carrying a locally made side 
arm as they defend our nation. 
This new contract builds on our 
state’s many proud contributions 
to our national security.”

Army acquisition executive 
Steffanie Easter said she is “tre-
mendously proud” of the Modu-
lar Handgun System team. 

“By maximizing full and open 
competition across our indus-
try partners, we have optimized 
private sector advancements 
in handguns, ammunition and 
magazines and the end result 
will ensure a decidedly superior 
weapon system for our warfight-
ers,” Easter told the Army Times.

The National Rifle Association 

gave the P320 pistol of Sig Sauer 
high marks in its latest review last 
week.

“The P320’s controls are sim-
ple, minimal and ambidextrous,” 
adding that for the military and 
law enforcement it’s a snap to 
take apart and put back together.

“Disassembly of the P320 could 
win a prize for easiest on the mar-
ket.”

The only complaint from the 
NRA reviewers was this pistol like 
other past Sig versions had a ten-
dency for the muzzle or the front 
end to rise up after firing “more 
than necessary.”

But the NRA said this new de-
sign is a marked step by Sig Sauer 
to move from among the pack in 
the handgun field to the top of 
the line in the world.

“This Sig breaks away from the 
company’s long tradition in favor 
of the simplicity enthusiastically 
adopted by both police agencies 
and the general shooting public,” 
the NRA review concluded.

Although the Army and Sig de-
clined to say which caliber weap-
on was chosen, media reports 
said it was the .9mm version. Sig 
Sauer in its bidding had proposed 
both .40 and .9mm options.

New Hampshire state repre-
sentatives attending a breakfast 
at Great Bay Community College 
in Portsmouth on Friday learned 
about the Army contract from 
Renet Dion, the senior manager 
of human resources at Sig Sauer. 
She said there are currently doz-
ens of open positions at the fire-
arms manufacturer. 

According to sigsauerjobs.com, 

there are 25 jobs that need to be 
filled in Newington, 23 in Exeter 
and five in Dover. These posi-
tions are in machining, engineer-
ing, quality control, information 
technology and marketing. It is 
not yet clear if more jobs will be 
added to help Sig Sauer produce 
the 500,000 new pistols that may 
be ordered by the Department of 
Defense under the terms of the 
new agreement. 

Dave Mullen, who is the execu-
tive director of the Pease Devel-
opment Authority, said news of 
the contract is exciting, but New 
Hampshire needs more skilled 
labor to fully capture the oppor-
tunity being presented to them. 

“More high-paying skilled jobs 
are always good news, but with 
an unemployment rate below 3 
percent and falling, employers 
are looking at others states where 
the needed labor is available,” 
Mullen warned. 

Sig Sauer has partnered with 
Great Bay Community College to 
train employees so they can take 
on the quality jobs the firearm 
manufacturer has available, Dion 
said.

Portsmouth city councilor and 
U.S. Army veteran Josh Denton 
said he knows firsthand how im-
portant sidearm weapons are to 
soldiers. He said he slept with a 
loaded M9 under his pillow every 
night he spent on Iraqi bases. 
Denton hopes this contract will 
allow Sig Sauer to focus on pro-
ducing the P320, and discontinue 
their MCX civilian assault rifle, 
which he said cannot plausibly be 
used for hunting or self defense.

As a city leader, Denton said Sig 
Sauer’s contract will benefit ev-
eryone in the surrounding com-
munities.

“Contracts like this often create 
employment opportunities that 
have wide-ranging trickle-down 
effects across broad spectrums of 
the local economy, ranging from 
the houses employees buy to the 
restaurants they take their lunch 
breaks at,” Denton said.

Sig Sauer competed against 
Smith & Wesson, Beretta USA 
and Glock, Inc. to win the con-
tract, which includes firearms, 
accessories and ammunition.

Sig Sauer
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The U.S. Army took about 10 years to 
decide upon Sig Sauer’s P320 as the 
replacement to its standard sidearm.


