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Served 1991-1998: 
Artie Robersen died on 
Wednesday at the age of 
70. 

By KIMBERLY HOUGHTON
Union Leader Correspondent

BEDFORD — Th e local com-
munity is mourning the 
passing of former Town 
Manager Artie Robersen, 
described by those who 
knew her as passionate, 
driven and goal-oriented. 

Robersen, who served as 
town manager from 1991 to 
1998, died on Wednesday at 
the age of 70. 

“She was very eff ective as 
a town manager. She was 
always there and worked 
hard,” said Paul Goldberg, 
who served as town council 
chairman at the time of Rob-
ersen’s leadership. 

Goldberg said he was sad-
dened to hear the news of 
Robersen’s death. She left 
Bedford to retire, and it took 
the town a while to fi nd a 
good replacement after her 
departure, according to 
Goldberg. 

“I was very fond of her,” 
said David Bailey, former 
Bedford police chief. “You 
knew she was in the room. 
She got things done and she 
was a fun person to work 
for.” 

Bailey recalled a time 
when they disagreed: Rob-
ersen hung up the phone on 
him and two hours later in-
vited him to lunch. 

“She never held a grudge,” 
Bailey said of Robersen, de-
scribing her as a great cook 
who often held parties for 
town workers to show her 
appreciation for them. 

Robersen was instrumen-
tal in relocating the Ani-
mal Rescue League of New 
Hampshire from Goff stown 
to Bedford, and served on 
the board of directors for 
the organization as well. She 

also spearheaded eff orts to 
install a local museum hon-
oring Guglielmo Marconi, 
the man who helped create 
the radio. 

“Th ere were a lot of things 
that she accomplished,” said 
Bailey, adding he was sad-
dened about her passing. 

According to Robersen’s 
obituary, she died this week 
at Agrace HospiceCare in 
Fitchburg, Wis. Aside from 
her time as town manager 
in Bedford, she also held 
executive positions with the 
Milwaukee County Medi-
cal Center, the Department 
of Labor and Industry in 
Washington, St. Louis Com-
munity College, and Ab-
bington Friends School in 
Pennsylvania. 

She received her master’s 
degree from Harvard. 

“When her mind was 
made up, you weren’t 
changing it. She stuck to her 
guns,” Bedford Fire Chief 
Scott Wiggins said on Fri-
day. 

Wiggins, who was serving 
as a captain during Rober-
sen’s tenure as town manag-
er, said she was also active as 
a representative on the local 
planning board, and was 
passionate about installing 
local boulevards such as the 
Greenfi eld Parkway. 

“She always had her heart 
in the right place for the 
community, and she was 
a strong supporter of Bed-
ford,” added Wiggins. 

Tom Riley, a former town 
councilor, agreed. Rober-
sen served at a time when 
the town was experiencing 
tremendous development 
growth, especially along 
Powder Hill, and she was 
able to manage it well, ac-
cording to Riley. 

Robersen also created the 
town’s fi rst eagle reserve, 
and was continuously op-
timistic about the future of 
the town, added Riley. 

khoughton@newstote.com

Bedford mourns 
a town manager

By CHRIS BARTON
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Miguel Fer-
rer, an actor with a long 
list of credits ranging from 
“Twin Peaks” to his current 
role on CBS’ “NCIS: Los An-
geles,” died of cancer Th urs-
day. He was 61.

A fi xture on TV and in 
movies since the 1980s, 
Ferrer’s reputation as a 
scene-stealer began with 
1987’s “RoboCop,” where 
he played Bob Morton, the 
conniving corporate execu-
tive who designed the fi lm’s 
title cyborg. His other land-
mark role was as FBI Agent 
Albert Rosenfi eld in David 
Lynch’s landmark series 
“Twin Peaks,” along with its 
corresponding fi lm, “Fire 
Walk With Me.”

Ferrer reprised the role in 
the upcoming return of the 
series, which is set to debut 
in May on Showtime.

“Great talent, better man,” 
wrote “Twin Peaks” co-cre-
ator Mark Frost on Twitter. 
“Working & writing for him 
was a highlight in every part 
of my life.”

Ferrer appeared on “NCIS: 
Los Angeles” as Owen 
Granger, the unit’s assistant 
director. In the series’ most 
recent episode, last week, 
Granger was stabbed, leav-
ing his fate in doubt.

Th e series’ show runner, 
R. Scott Gemmill, said in a 
statement, “Today, ‘NCIS: 
Los Angeles’ lost a beloved 
family member. Miguel was 
a man of tremendous talent 

who had a powerful dra-
matic presence on screen, a 
wicked sense of humor, and 
a huge heart.”

Born in Santa Monica in 
1955 as the son of Oscar-
winner Jose Ferrer and 
singer Rosemary Clooney 
— both major Hollywood 
stars — Ferrer began his 
show business career as a 
drummer. He performed 
on the 1975 solo album by 
Th e Who’s drummer Keith 
Moon, “Two Sides of the 
Moon,” and backed Clooney 
on her mid-1970s tour with 
her “White Christmas” co-
star Bing Crosby.

“Th ere was not a night I 
didn’t want to pinch my-
self and say, ‘Look what I’m 
doing!’” Ferrer told the Cin-
cinnati Enquirer in 2002.

Ferrer in 1977 switched 
his focus to acting, landing 
small roles on “Magnum, 
P.I.,” “Hill Street Blues” and 
“Star Trek III: Th e Search 
for Spock,” before his break-
through role in “RoboCop.” 
Given his father’s track re-
cord as an actor, it wasn’t a 
decision he came to lightly.

“Th at can be an intimidat-
ing thing to try and do what 
he does so well,” Ferrer told 
the Los Angeles Times in 
1990. “It took me a while to 
become sure enough to try 
it out and be able to call my 
dad and say, ‘Guess what? I 
am going to take a whack at 
what you do. What do you 
think?’”

Ferrer is survived by his 
wife, Lori, and two sons, 
Lukas and Rafi .

Miguel Ferrer, star of 
‘RoboCop,’ dies at 61

Obituaries

There are no local obituaries today.

Raymond: Only 
one resident spoke 
out against the new 
police station plan, 
saying the town has 
other priorities, like an 
addition to Lamprey River 
Elementary School.

By JASON SCHREIBER
Union Leader Correspondent

RAYMOND — Multi-million 
dollar proposals to build a 
new police station and ex-
pand the Lamprey River 
Elementary School faced 
questions from the public 
Tuesday night before voters 
decide their fate at the polls 
in March.  

Public hearings were held 
on the two big-ticket items 
that will dominate the bal-
lot — a $6.8 million police 
station and a $9.4 million 
addition and renovation to 
the elementary school.

Th e police station plan at-
tracted the most attention 
as Police Chief David Salois 
outlined reasons why it’s 
time for the town to build 
a station on town property 
next to the public safety 
complex where the police 
and fi re and rescue depart-
ments are now housed.

“We have come up with a 
real solid plan,” he said.

Aside from members of 
the board of selectmen, 
school board and budget 
committee, a few members 
of the public attended the 
two hearings.

Resident Dana Hanson 
was the only one to speak 
against the police station 
proposal, arguing the town 
has other priorities, like the 

school addition, and that a 
new station wasn’t neces-
sary. “It’s Raymond. It’s not 
Exeter. It’s not Manchester,” 
she said.

While voicing opposi-
tion to the police station 
proposal, Hanson referred 
to the portable classrooms 
that have housed elementa-
ry school students for years 
as “glorifi ed shipping con-
tainers.”          

Salois has pointed to nu-
merous problems related 
to the cramped space in 
the current safety com-
plex, including the lack of 
holding cells and a book-
ing room that’s not large 
enough. Th e department 
doesn’t have enough offi  ce 
or storage space and has 
fi ve windows, but two can’t 
be opened because they’re 
bullet resistant.

A space assessment re-
port found that the police 
department needs a total 
of approximately 15,000 
square feet of space, which 
includes room for growth, 
for the next 25 years.

Hanson questioned 
whether police have ever 
had problems with people 
in custody because there 
are no holding cells. 

Salois said people have 
become violent and have 
escaped the booking room. 
He also pointed out that 
police often deal with the 
mentally ill.

Others spoke in support 
of the new station. Resident 
Ed French said he recently 
toured the station and was 
“fl abbergasted.” “Th ey’re 
bursting at the seams,” he 
said.

While he understands the 

concerns about tax increas-
es to pay for the project, 
French said, “I don’t want 
to see my taxes go up, but I 
also want to see the services 
that we need provided.”

Budget Committee 
Chairman Josh Mann, who 
spoke in favor of the plan as 
a resident and not in his of-
fi cial capacity, said he was 
against the proposal until 
he saw a presentation by 
Salois. 

While some residents 
may be worried about two 
building projects appear-
ing on the ballot at the same 
time, Selectman Colleen 
West Coates   said voters 
need to look at the merits 
of each and then make up 
their minds. “Don’t try to 
pit one project against the 
other,” she said.

jschreiber@newstote.com

Plan for police station debated
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Raymond Selectman Greg Bemis makes a point during a public hearing Tuesday night. 

State

Mixed-use: Change is 
meant to encourage more 
flexible development 
in the area near the 
Interstate 89 and 
Interstate 93 interchange. 

By MELISSA PROULX
Union Leader Correspondent

BOW — Plans for a new 
zoning designation for the 
district off  the highway are 
continuing to move forward.

Th e planning board dis-
cussed a potential zoning 
change to the area at the 
Interstate 89 and Interstate 
93 interchange during its 
Th ursday night meeting. 
Th e potential ordinance 
was drafted by Matt Taylor, 
director of community de-
velopment.

Th e current zoning for the 
area — which is essentially 
cut in half by I-89 — estab-
lishes an institutional and 
commercial district near 
Exit 1 and a residential zone 
along Logging Hill Road on 
the other side of the inter-
state.

Th e new mixed-use zone 
would — as the name sug-
gests — allow for more fl ex-
ible development in that 
area.

“It allows for residential 
use, which isn’t allowed in 
commercial, but it also al-
lows for higher density,” 

Taylor said of the proposed 
zoning change.

Many residents said they 
weren’t opposed to the 
idea, but thought some 
parts needed to be vetted 
out more, like how diff erent 
utilities such as sewer and 
water would be used and 
brought to that area.

Resident Andy Foote said 
it would be benefi cial for 
landowners in that area to 
get a better idea of how the 
change could  impact their 
properties, whether it be 
through development or 
traffi  c in the area.

“I like the idea of having a 
business area, I do,” he said. 
“But you really do have to 
consider who owns the land 
now, what they want to do 
with it, (and how they) ac-
cess to Logging Hill Road.”

Others suggested that 
town offi  cials work with 
the state’s Department 
of Transportation closely 
on any zoning changes. 
Th ey’re looking to eliminate 
some of the defi ciencies at 
the interchange in Bow, as 
well as along the rest of the 
I-93 corridor.

Th ough some plans have 
been discussed with town 
offi  cials and other entities 
such as the local Chamber 
of Commerce, no decisions 
have been made as of yet 
on what changes will occur 
there.

“We could make it very 
diffi  cult and a lot more 

expensive for the state to 
come up with a solution 
that works,” said resident 
Gil Rogers. “Whatever we 
do, we’ve got to make sure 
we don’t stymie the state to 
come up with a solution.”

Th e goal of the proposed 
zoning designation is to 
create an almost village-like 
development in that part of 
the town. No specifi c com-
panies or businesses have 
been considered for the 
area, but potential tenants 
could be retail operations 
or restaurants, based on the 
proposed ordinance.

Th ere are already a few 
businesses off  Exit 1, includ-
ing a Mobil gas station and 
a Hampton Inn. In all, the 
zone encompasses about 
170 acres, some of which is 
a protected state forest.

Th e hope is that visitors 
would be able to walk eas-
ily from the diff erent busi-
nesses there.

Th e area would also lend 
itself to walking trails and 
other amenities and poten-
tial housing developments 
as either stand-alone struc-
tures or above the commer-
cial spaces.

“If we’re going to have 
multi-family housing, we 
want it to have high value,” 
Taylor said.

Offi  cials hope that this 
sort of development would 
help enhance the tax base 
and diversify the types of 
businesses in town.

A similar idea was pro-
posed in late 2014, but 
progress was halted due to 
a lack of support from those 
who live in that area.

However, this new zoning 
ordinance is meant to ad-
dress some of those points. 
For example, developers 
interested in coming to 
that area will need to hold 
a neighborhood meeting 
before approaching any of 
the boards in town for plan 
approval.

Th e planning board will 
further discuss the pro-
posed change at the next 
public hearing on Feb. 2.

Residents will have the 
fi nal say on the proposed 
ordinance at the upcoming 
town meeting.

“Ultimately this would 
become the decision of the 
voters,” said Planning Board 
Chairman Bill Oldenburg.

Plans progress for Bow zoning change

NASHUA — A Springfi eld, 
Mass., man is accused of 
identity fraud when pur-
chasing an iPhone 7 last 
November from the Sprint 
kiosk at the Pheasant Lane 
Mall.

Christopher Charles, 34, 
of 37 Longhill Ave., Apt. 11, 
was held on $10,000 cash 
bail pending arraignment 
in  Nashua Circuit Court.

Police learned of the Nov. 
29 incident six days after it 
occurred when they were 
called to the mall for anoth-
er fraud report at the Sprint 

kiosk.
In that incident, em-

ployees declined to sell a 
cellphone to a man using 
someone else's identity.  
Th e employee told the of-
fi cers that another man, 
later identifi ed as Charles, 
was in the mall and that he 
had allegedly obtained a 
cellphone by using some-
one else's identity on Nov. 
29.

Detectives continued 
the investigation and later 
obtained a warrant for 
Charles' arrest.

Man accused of ID fraud
Memorial

Bookmarks
Let us create a custom commemorative 
bookmark as an announcement or a 
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About Obituaries
   Brief obituaries are published 
free of charge by the Union 
Leader and Sunday News. Th ey 
are limited to 70 words and 
should include basic information: 
Dates of birth and death, place of 
birth, parents’ names, schooling, 
military service and career, plus 
close relatives. Th ey cannot 
contain mention of services or 
funeral home information.
   An American fl ag icon will be 
run free for military veterans.
   Beyond the free obituary, 
further information, photo(s) 
of the deceased, calling hours 
and funeral information may be 
included for a fee.
   Obituaries and additional 
information are edited only for 
basic spelling and grammar and 
should be in good taste.
   Second-day notices are also 
available for a discounted fee.
   Obituaries are only accepted 
through a funeral home.
   Th e deadline for obituaries is 
6:30 p.m., Sunday through Friday 
and 5 p.m. on Saturday. Saturday 
obituaries run in limited areas 
only.
   For additional details 
on obituary policies, go to 
unionleader.com/obitpolicy or 
call our obituary editor at 
603-206-1503.


